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THREE INITIATIVES

The future of the Red Lily Pond system depends of the success of three intricately interwoven tasks, as follows:

1. the restoration of the herring run

2. the restoration of the Middle and North Bays of Red Lily Pond

3. the ongoing maintenance of the pond embankment

Herring Run:  All local and state permits are now in place for the herring run restoration, and preliminary work has begun to repair the dam and fish ladder at the south end of Lake Elizabeth.  Replacement of the culverts beneath Lake Elizabeth Drive, the walkway below the Forty Steps, and the Sandy Lane will begin shortly after Labor Day, so as not to interfere with Craigville Village’s busy summer season.  Norm Hayes of Environmental Consulting & Restoration will be supervising the reconstruction of the fish ladder and dam, and the Town of Barnstable will be working with a contractor (bids will be out soon) on the culverts.  Meanwhile, the Association’s Board of Directors has applied to Barnstable County for assistance from their AmeriCorps team in cleaning and clearing the herring run embankments in the fall.  

A “Good Faith” bridge is a possible replacement for the culvert at the foot of the Forty Steps, made possible by up to fifty contributions of $100 in celebration of Craigville’s history.  
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Old Dam and Fish Ladder, soon to be renewed

The Herring Run below the 40 Steps

Middle and North Bays:  After a year of conversations, meetings and review, the Town of Barnstable responded to the Feasibility Study and Plan from Jonathan Todd Ecological Design for the placement of restorer islands in Red Lily Pond, coupled with a wind- or solar-powered  aeration/circulation system.  The Town engaged David F. Mitchell, PhD, CSM from ENSR to conduct a “Third Party Peer Review” of JTED’s plan.  This review encompassed 50 pages and concluded that “There has been a historical and continuing emphasis on aquatic vegetation management in Red Lily Pond.  Unfortunately, we conclude that the JTED approach is unlikely to be effective in achieving this goal in a cost effective manner.  Other means of vegetative control, including hydroraking, harvesting, herbicides, or benthic barriers should be considered for addressing this objective.”  The full review is available on-line in .pdf format at the Craigville Website:  www.Craigville.org. 

In February, the Red Lily Pond Project Association officers met with Dr. Mitchell, Town Project Manager Dr. Dale Saad, Town Officials, and Town Councilor Fred Chirigotis for a lengthy and candid conversation about this review.  During this conversation, consensus was reached that the Town would not expend funds to implement JTED’s Plan.  It was then agreed that herbicides or other chemical treatments would not be used in the Red Lily Pond System, but that other strategies offered by Dr. Mitchell’s review could be considered.  Accordingly, the Town is preparing a plan which will be presented to the Red Lily Pond Association at our July 19th Annual Meeting, and, if approved, to the Conservation Commission and other Town regulatory bodies during the summer, with the plan to begin work after Labor Day.  See “From Your President” in this issue of The Lily Pad for reflections on this process.

Embankment Maintenance and Restoration:  Following an agreement reached with the Town of Barnstable Conservation Commission, the Red Lily Pond Project Association, Inc., and several Lake Elizabeth waterfront abutters (in September 2007), the Association has agreed to fund a comprehensive embankment management plan through private contributions.  The Town has now consented to work with the Association and abutters to resolve outstanding issues of unauthorized vista pruning.  Accordingly, the Association contracted with Environmental Consulting & Restoration, LLC to develop this comprehensive Embankment Management Plan.  The Plan was completed and shared with abutters and the Town, and approved by the Conservation Commission with certain conditions, on May 27, 2008.  A copy of the Plan is available from the Town and copies will be on display at the July 19th Annual Meeting.  The Association will solicit estimates and bids for this ongoing maintenance and restoration.

WILDLIFE IN AND ABOUT THE POND
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         Mama turtle lays her eggs
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         Papa swan lifts his webbed foot

         in courtship

The Red Lily Pond system and the Centerville River Watershed are blessed by a diversity of fish, fowl, and other wildlife.  In addition to providing joy to birdwatchers and anglers, this diversity is evidence of the much deeper truth that humanity is part of an interconnected and interdependent web of life on Cape Cod.  The Red Lily Pond Project Association is committed to protecting the health of this web, and alert to any early warning signs.  

Many scientists consider amphibians to be a key “early warning indicator” of ecosystem health.  Knowing this, some pond abutters became concerned when only two bullfrogs were heard in Lake Elizabeth last summer.  This concern grew stronger as a noticeable decline in “spring peepers” made 2008 a more silent spring for the Pond  

According to the “Adopt a Pond Wetland Curriculum”, 

“Amphibians are perhaps one of the most successful groups of wild life on the earth.  They evolved before the reign of the dinosaur, and continued to thrive through climatic changes which resulted in the demise of other species.  During the 1989 First International Herpetological Congress, the future success of amphibians was questioned.  Researchers from all over the world reported declines in amphibian populations.  In some cases, extinction of species had already occurred. Despite speculation and numerous theories, the reasons for the decline are still a mystery.”  http://www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/curriculum/ab-intro.html
To explore this mystery in the Centerville River ecosystem (and for those with a more casual interest, to dispel the myth that frogs cause warts) the Red Lily Pond Project will sponsor “Frog Frolic” at the Tabernacle, August 8th, from 5-7 PM.  Expect games and face painting for kids, laughs for adults, amphibian lore for scientists and practical suggestions for all to improve amphibian health in the pond for the “worry warts” in the community (start your day with “frog jokes” at http://allaboutfrogs.org/funstuff/jokes/jotd/index.shtml).

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

We are making progress on the pond restoration.  Although it may at times seem agonizingly slow, I think the direction is positive and I’m grateful to all our members and friends for their support.  Last year, I wrote in The Lily Pad that all environmental projects in the 21st Century walk a tightrope between science and politics, and the experience of the last year has reinforced this image.  The good news is that we are growing in our ability to reach deeper into both realms.  As we learn more about the science of the pond and the whole Centerville River ecosystem, we are more able to make the case to the policy makers that saving the pond is worth their time and money.  

This confluence is what Frances Moore Lappé terms “deep democracy” in her book Getting a Grip: Clarity, Creativity, and Courage in a World Gone Mad.  I recommend this book to all—it presents a magnificent contrast between “thin democracy” which is partisan, and only concerns itself with decision-making every election cycle, and “deep democracy,” which engages the best energies of concerned people who may not agree with one another, but love one another enough to have hope for the future of our nation and the world (and of each community).  Craigville was established in 1872 by this sort of “deep democratic” thinking, and we have sustained ourselves through a hundred and thirty six years by meeting with one another, sometimes debating, but always caring, deciding the direction this community should take, and then putting our collective shoulders to the wheel.  I hope you will all join one another this summer to continue this tradition as we work to save a great pond.  See you pondside!  

 --Steve Brown
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SUMMER EVENTS FOR ALL AGES

· Friday, July 11, 7:30 PM, the Craigville Tabernacle:  Red Lily Pond Project Movie Night I presents “Everything’s Cool,” a “toxic comedy” about “fossil fool’s” efforts to block climate change science (http://www.everythingscool.org/article.php?id=35).
· Saturday, July 19, 9:30 AM:  Red Lily Pond Project Annual Meeting, Craigville Inn Dining Room.  Join your neighbors and Town Officials to discuss the latest developments in the efforts to restore the pond, herring run, and embankment. 

· Friday, August 8, 7:30 PM, the Craigville Tabernacle: “First Annual Frog Frolic” a multigenerational event to celebrate the amphibians in our midst.

· Friday, August 15, 7:30 PM, the Craigville Tabernacle:  Red Lily Pond Project Movie Night II, “The Future of Food,” an in-depth look at the controversy about genetically modified food.  http://www.thefutureoffood.com/resources.htm 

· Saturday, August 16, 5:00 PM, the Craigville Green and Inn Dining Room:  Annual cocktail/dinner/auction. 

· Tuesday, August 19, 8:00 AM-5:00 PM, University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, our partner organization “Green C.A.P.E.” (Cape Alliance for Pesticide Education) and NOFA New England co-host a one-day intensive course on state-of-the-art management of lawns and turf organically, geared toward land care professionals, groundskeepers and municipalities who are responsible for the establishment and care of grass, as well as anyone interested in learning organic methods.
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      The next generation serves 

       at the 2007 Annual Dinner
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Peter Buffington, Auctioneer Extraordinaire

